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A range of proposals and actions to address the backlog of local audits in England has been 

set out by the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC).

These include setting statutory deadlines and issuing qualifications and disclaimers of 

opinion in the short term.

The proposals have been agreed in principle with key partners across the local audit 

system, DLUHC said. The National Audit Office (NAO) is considering whether to develop a 

replacement Code of Audit Practice to give effect to the changes, the department added.

In addition, DLUHC is considering whether legislative change is needed to set new 

statutory deadlines for local bodies to publish accounts to mirror the proposed changes to 

the Code of Audit Practice.

Legislative change may also be needed to address any knock-on effects of the proposals 

which may impact the audit of opening balances within the accounts for future years, the 

department said.

Under these proposals, section 151 officers will be expected to work with Audit Committee 

members (or equivalent) to approve the final accounts by the statutory deadline in order 

for the audit opinion to be issued at the same time.

Read full proposal here 

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/40932/documents/199432/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/40932/documents/199432/default/
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Read full report here

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmpubacc/995/report.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmpubacc/995/report.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmpubacc/995/report.html
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https://www.hymans.co.uk/media/uploads/LGPS_2022_Valuation_-_the_big_picture.pdf?utm_source=press+release&utm_medium=press+release&utm_campaign=Valuations
https://www.hymans.co.uk/media/uploads/LGPS_2022_Valuation_-_the_big_picture.pdf?utm_source=press+release&utm_medium=press+release&utm_campaign=Valuations
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https://www.cipfa.org/protecting-place-and-planet/sustainability-reporting
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